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Chilliwack Student Graduation Rates Climb —
Aboriginal Graduates Exceed Provincial Average

Student graduation rates in the Chilliwack School District were up in 2017/18, based on a year-end report from the Ministry of
Education. Overall District graduation rates have increased 4% (from 78% to 82%) over the last six! years and 13% over the
last twenty-one years (from 69% to 82%). Graduation rates for Aboriginal students have increased even more substantially, by
22% over the last six years and 24% over the last twenty-one. The Chilliwack School District's Aboriginal student six-year
completion rates are 10% higher than the province wide average for the 2017/18 school year.

The District is located within S'olh Temexw, the traditional territory of the Sté:16 people and 2,144 of our 14,000 students
identify as aboriginal.

The results include students receiving the provincial standard Dogwood Diploma (the B.C. Certificate of Graduation), which
requires 80 credits in specific subject areas, and the Adult Dogwood Diploma granted to mature students in the Chilliwack
School District.

Student graduation rates are one of the Ministry of Education’s key measures of educational success. The District is extremely
proud of this significant accomplishment and particularly the improvement for Aboriginal students whose results are now within
3% of all students after lagging by 21% only six years ago in 2012/2013. The District aims to close this gap in coming years.

This improvement in student success is a direct result of a strategic focus by everyone in our school community including
students, parents, teachers, district office staff, support staff, community partners and our Board of Education, which
developed both a vision and a strategic plan, setting the stage for improved student outcomes and success.

We believe our Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement and the Local Education Agreements with local First Nations
and the Aboriginal community have paved the way for the success of our Aboriginal students.

These agreements have facilitated timely support and interventions for Aboriginal students around our identified goals in many
key areas, including graduation rates. There are still challenges to overcome but our efforts are shared, personalized to each
student and based on sound data. Student success is a shared responsibility of the student, parent/guardian, family,
community, school and district that goes far beyond the classroom.

Cultural content has become more authentic, specific and purposeful, and has increased engagement for all students. We
have formed new partnerships to ensure a strong net of support around our students and families. The Enhancement
Agreement has improved the opportunity for dialogue, understanding and engagement between parents, children and the
school system.

About the District of Chilliwack

The Chilliwack School District provides a safe, caring, equitable, accountable and collaborative learning and working
environment for 14,000 students with 1,800 teachers and support staff across 20 elementary, five middle and three secondary
schools, an alternate school, distance education school and continuous learning program. Chilliwack is one of the fastest-
growing School Districts in B.C. with its population expected to grow from 84,000 in 2016 to 130,000 over the next three
decades. The District will continue to explore and seize on opportunities to address the needs and improve outcomes for its
growing student population.

For further information, please contact:

Rohan Arul-pragasam, Acting Superintendent of Schools
Rohan_arul@sd33.bc.ca

604.792.1321

1 The Ministry of Education measures student graduation rates over six-year standards, allowing five years plus one to

complete for students to complete grades 8 through 12 and any missing requirements.
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